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I N S T R U M E N T A T I O N : 

 

 
3 Flutes (3rd doubles on Alto Flute and Piccolo) 
3 Oboes (3rd doubles on English Horn) 

3 Clarinets in Bb (3rd doubles on Bass Clarinet) 

3 Bassoons (3rd doubles on Contrabassoon 
 

4 Horns in F 

3 Trumpets in C 

2 Tenor Trombones 

1 Bass Trombone 

1 Tuba 

 

Timpani 

3 Percussionists 

 Player 1 – Marimba, Xylophone, Toms, Bongos,  

Player 2 – Vibraphone, Tubular Bells, Crotales, Glockenspiel, Temple 
Blocks, Brake Drum, Tam-tam 

Player 3 – Tambourine, Snare Drum, Toms, Bass Drum, Ride Cymbal, 
Suspended Crash, Tam-tam 

 

 
 

Piano / Celeste 

 

Harp 

 

Strings (at least: 12/10/8/6/4) 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a C Score. 

 

 

 

Duration: c. 7 minutes 



 

 

 

 

 

S P E C I A L   N O T A T I O N S : 
 

The pianist should glissando across the strings inside the instrument with their 
fingers. Due to the quiet nature of this effect, the dynamic provided reflects the 
overall dynamic of the ensemble, not the force with which the fingers should swipe. 

 

Mute the string inside the instrument with a finger for the pitch notated, to create a 
forceful harmonic ‘thud’.  

 

Pluck the associated strings inside the instrument with either fingernails or a 
plectrum with the damper pedal depressed. Subsequent instances will only be 
notated with a ‘+’. 

 

 

Repeat the boxed gesture at any tempo with as much or as little pause between 
repetitions as you choose. Avoid lining up with other players.Continue until the thick 
line terminates: 

 

Bow with overpressure to produce a ‘scratch tone’. Allow enough pitch through that 
it can be discerned while creating a harsh, static-y sound. 

 

All bow position notation (sul pont. etc.) should be executed to an emphatic extent 
(e.g. sul tasto should be treated as molto sul tasto) 

 
Regarding String Divisi: 

Each section of the string orchestra is divided into two sub-sections (A/B). These should be divided by the 
front and rear stands of the section with the A-part assigned to the front stands and the B-part likewise to 
the rear. Further divisi within these A and B parts are indicated with brackets and stem directions where 
necessary and should be executed in the typical inside/outside fashion. 

 
Regarding Off-stage Instruments: 

At the end of the piece the trumpet moves off-stage for their solo. The player should be placed far enough 
away from the stage that a very distant and reverberant sound is produced. The trumpet should still take 
the foreground against the ensemble’s pianissimo dynamic during this passage. Although the end of the 
piece is metered, the trumpet should be allowed quite a bit of rhythmic freedom.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I N C R E M E N T 
A Program Note by the Composer 

 
In today’s world it has become an incredibly difficult task to keep aware of 

what is ‘normal’, or at least what has seemed so at one time or another. Seemingly 
small and incremental changes to our social contract are gradually wearing away at 
our perception of societal order. These changes can be so constant that our capacity 
for activism or outrage or even simple attention can be worn thin. If a people cannot 
remain vigilant against these steadily encroaching revisions to our way of life, the 
door is left open for our entire social contract to be demolished.  

In this piece I attempted to explore the experience of living through these 
steady and imperceptible changes. A lone trumpet is heard from the orchestra, 
playing a melody that will be intoned throughout the piece, perhaps representing 
truth, perhaps one’s sense of self, or perhaps simply the idea that what one can 
experience must be the truth. As these utterances are played, a subset of the string 
orchestra plays an ominously slow moving progression of harmonies that exist at 
the periphery of the orchestra’s low and high registers. This body of instruments 
remain static until they gradually introduce small interruptions to the music. These 
interruptions while unobtrusive, barely noticeable at first, become steadily more 
emphatic until they are simply a part of the fabric of the piece. At a certain point, 
these interruptions take over and become an un-ignorable and terrifying 
breakdown of the music. All this time, the listener has likely been so distracted by 
these interruptions that it is difficult to notice the slow transformation in timbre of 
the original melody that has occurred. The original solo trumpet returns suddenly, 
now faint and distant, reminding of where this music began, but for the first time 
musically transformed.  

 
 
 
 

June, 2019   |   New York, NY  
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