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I N S T R U M E N T A T I O N : 

 
Flute   [doubling Piccolo, Alto Flute] 

Clarinet in Bb  [doubling Bass Clarinet] 

 

Trumpet  [doubling Piccolo Trumpet, Flugelhorn] 

Horn 

 

Percussion  [1 player] 

 Crash Cymbal, Ride Cymbal, Triangle, Woodblock, Bongos (high and 
low), Log Drum, Kick Drum, Tam-tam 

 

Piano 

 

Violin 

Cello 

 

Playback 



 

 

 

S P E C I A L   N O T A T I O N S : 

 
 Slow, wide vibrato 

 

  

 Inside the piano, brush the notated strings with the fleshy part of the 
hand or finger tips. With the pedal down, this should produce a deep 
rumbling ‘whoosh’, a bit like surf.  

  

 Pluck the strings notated inside the piano. 

 

 

 The part at hand is written in the meter in brackets for the 
convenience of the individual player while the rest of the score is 
composed in an equivalent compound time signature. 

 

 

P R O G R A M    N O T E : 

 
It’s difficult to say where and when the idea for L’Abîme originated. To put it very simply it is a piece 
that attempts to musically depict the world’s rising sea levels. The title, meaning “the abyss” in 
French, is meant to be a nod to Debussy’s La Mer, which as you’ll see has an immense influence on 
almost every aspect of this work. I set about depicting the ocean by drawing from the work of 
Winslow Homer, an influential American painter and fellow New Englander. The music uses three 
paintings of his, Northeaster, Cannon Rock, and Maine Coast to inform the atmosphere and form of 
each movement. But as the piece progresses, it is gradually engulfed by material from Debussy’s La 
Mer. What begins as an apparent influence, with Debussy’s motivic content and pentatonic language 
bleeding into my own, grows across the piece into something that overwhelms the content native to 
L’Abîme. By the second movement the music pivots back and forth without preparation to direct 
quotes from Debussy’s work, gradually doing so with greater frequency. In the third, pre-recorded 
excerpts play back atop the ensemble, piling up on itself to create an ever heightening wave of sound. 
The piece ends at the crest of this sonic wave, with its catastrophic effects yet to be decided.   
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